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FINDING A JOURNAL ARTICLE
Scholar.google.com

Enter in the search field the specific topic you are investigating 

First glance:
 Anything useful: Background information, empirical research, publication date 

(recent), can you “see” theory in the abstract?



FUN TIPS
“Since” feature on the left hand side
 #forwhenyourliteratureisolderthanyourprofessor

<10 years old
 You can also click on “Cited By” on an older piece to find more recent literature 

that has built on it



CITATION EXAMPLE

India is a major destination country for sex-trafficked girls 
(Human Rights Watch 1995; US Department of State 2005) 
with large numbers of Nepalese, Bangladeshi and rural 
Indian females trafficked to Indian cities (Nair, 2004).



BASICS
Citations look like this (Henderson, 2020).

Instead of this:

Angie Henderson who was born in 1978 gave a presentation in our 
class titled “Why Yellow Is My Favorite Color,” based loosely on an 
article published in The Journal of Dumb Things to Write About.  She 
said “yellow is a superior color because of Strain Theory”.



INTEGRATING A JOURNAL ARTICLE
Summarize in ~3 statements:
 Research method

 Sample

 Findings

How does it relate to the topic?

OR

What does it provide that the official documents and interviews, etc
does not?



INTEGRATING A JOURNAL ARTICLE
Henderson (2020) explored the nuances of the victim-offender 
overlap in the commercial sex industry.  In her article, she suggests 
that victims of sex trafficking simultaneously experience the roles of 
both victim and offender, which presents a unique experience of 
strain to the individual occupying that role.  



LIT TABLE!



DON’TS
Don’t use contractions (get it!?! )

Do not cite the professor when you have the book

See the academic phrasebank for help on tightening up academic 
voice.

Avoid: 
 “or so” Nowadays

 “Every” “Always”

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


DON’TS
Use entire quotes from your sources as standalone sentences, like 
this:

“Starting a sentence with a quote is inappropriate for 
academic writing” (Henderson, 2015; pg. 108).  

Instead, introduce it like this:

Henderson (2015) argues that “starting a sentence with a quote is 
inappropriate for academic writing” (pg. 108).  



OTHER TIPS
For every direct quote you pull from another source, you need to 
provide a page number, like this:
 Henderson (2020) argued that “even when we can tell what the source is with the 

citation, page numbers need to be included with direct quotes” (pg. 1).

Conversely, if there is no quoted material, you do not need the page 
number.
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